Live Stream Script:
Good day guys Romano here from
bonsaiwithromano, welcome to the first of many
live streams that I will be hosting.
Before I get started, I wanted to personally
thank everyone that gave their input on the first
livestream that I posted on Facebook. I
appreciated your feedback. If any of you have
any suggestions, please feel free to pass them
on.

Overview of content
1. Who I am and how I started with bonsai?
2. My plans are going ahead with my
channel
3. What bonsai is and where it originated?
4. Question and answer session
5. Wrap up

Who I am and how
I started with
bonsai?

Who I am and how I started with bonsai?
As you know by now my name is Romano and I started
bonsaiwithromano in February 2017 to share my
knowledge of bonsai on Facebook and on my
Wordpress site.
My initial plan was to share my experience with the
masses by sharing what I did in my bonsai garden daily.
I now have accounts on all thè most prominent social
media platforms (Instagram, facebook, twitter and
YouTube). I have joined a bonsai club, Boland Bonsai
Kai a few year ago and started climbing the “corporate”
leader within the club. I am the Vice Chair of the club
and have overseen our most prestigious event of the
year, our club show for the past two years.

Who I am and how I started with bonsai?
I started my journey into the world of bonsai back when I
was in primary school in grade 5 if I’m not mistaken. This
is 20 years ago, back then the internet was not as widely
used as it is today. Lucky for me my parents always
nurtured my weird and somethings strange hobbies. I
can remember how my mother use to bring me copies of
magazine articles and print outs of different websites
that she would search online for me to read. I would go
to the library on Saturdays to take out books on bonsai
and magic tricks. They only had so much books on
bonsai so I would take out the same books I did a few
weeks earlier, just so that I can read them again. I was
consumed by bonsai and just needed to read more and
get more trees.

Who I am and how I started with bonsai?
I planted every single tree I could find weather it
was on the side of our driveway or next to an
open field I would dig it up and plant it in a
plastic container. I used any kind of container I
could find as I did not have any money for
bonsai pots. I would spend hours just looking at
my trees. If I look back at this now, I do not
know why I did this as the trees would not grow
any faster if I stared at them. Maybe it was just
a way to escape reality.

Who I am and how I started with bonsai?
I attended a bonsai show in 2003. There I bought my
first every tree that could be classified as bonsai tree
from a Boland Bonsai Kai show that was hosted in the
P.J. Olivier arts centre. I had the tree for a year before it
died. This was the start of a life time of collection new
material off and on depending on my living conditions
throughout the years. I have built up my skills and
knowledge over the years by reading and trying out the
techniques on my ever-growing bonsai collection.
A lot has changed since I got my first bonsai tree but one
thing that does not change is the way you feel when you
arrive home with a new bonsai. I am now at a point
where I am not adding to my collection anymore but
rather taking the time to refine the bonsai tree that I
have.

Who I am and how I started with bonsai?
I needed to start prioritizing as I now have a
family that depends on me and I just started a
company 11 months ago, so I must use the time
I have wisely.
Now that you know a bit more about me let’s
jump into my plans for my channel.

My plans are going
ahead with my
channel

My plans are going ahead with my channel
I have found that I have been posting a lot of content
on my channel just to keep it busy and most of it did
not really make for good reading. I have decided to
reduce the amount of content that I will be sharing. I
will be focusing on certain topics and will be sticking
to one topic for a week.

My plans are going ahead with my channel
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Mondays - Feedback on the live stream that was hosted
the Saturday.
Tuesdays – Photos on social media
Wednesdays – Blog post
Thursdays – Photos on social media
Fridays – Reminder post on social media regarding the
live stream on Saturday
Saturdays – Live Stream on YouTube
Sundays – Adding the Stream content to the recourses
page on my website. I will be adding the presentation I
used on the site as a PDF and a link to a feedback form
for that week’s post.

I will be testing this routine over the next few weeks to see
how it plays out.

What bonsai is and
where it originated?

What bonsai is and where it originated?
What is bonsai? The word bonsai is made up of two
Japanese symbols “bon & sai” that can be translated
into “tray planting”. If you look at just the definition
any plant in a container can be a bon-sai but this is
not true as the term bonsai is used to describe a tree
in a pot or tray planting that has been cultivated by an
artist to portray a miniature version of a tree growing
in nature.

What bonsai is and where it originated?
Where did bonsai trees originate? There are as may
different views on where bonsai originated as there are
bonsai artists out there. Ok just kidding but if you ask two
bonsai artists you are likely to get two different answers.
The most accepted is that the art form now known as
bonsai originate in the early 6th century when Japanese
Buddhist students returned home from visiting China. The
Chinese have been practicing a version of bonsai known
as Penjing at that stage. They would dig up trees that
have been shaped by nature by enduring harsh winds or
heavy snowstorms. It was believed that these trees
embodied Spirits. Throughout history there are little trees
or miniature landscapes that were mention in scrolls and
in early paintings. These small trees were mostly
mentioned in early literature when a scene of a wealthy
family or an empire were described.

How bonsai moved into the western world.
Bonsai was introduced to the western world in the
years after the war in Japan in 1945. A lot of the
European and American soldiers saw these bonsai
trees in their time in Japan and many of them started
their own trees while they were in Japan and
continues their newly found hobby after they returned
home.

Bonsai in South Africa
In the 50’s Japan was a popular holiday destination for
South Africans. One of the first South Africans that visited
the east was Beck Lucas. During her visit to Japan she
took a few bonsai lessons. Upon her arrival the word of
bonsai started to spread rapidly. In 1960 SABA (South
African Bonsai Association) was established and Beck
Lucas was the chair for a few years.
There are 47 registered clubs in South Africa. It is a fastgrowing art and has a widespread across Southen Africa
and the world.
Now I want to talk about Bonsai and the Basic design of a
bonsai.

The basics of bonsai
A good bonsai design incorporates the following aspects:
1. Impact
2. Focal point
3. Proportion
4. Depth field
5. Harmony
6. Line Movement
7. Rhythm
8. Balance
9. Silhouette
10. Contrast

The basics of bonsai
All the above-mentioned design aspects need to be
so subtill that the viewer should not be aware of
them. It also needs to be impactful and leave a
lasting impression on the viewer.
It is also important to know that a bonsai has a front
or a view at which it is most pleasing to the eye. The
artist will predetermine this at part of his design and
the tree will always be displayed with its front towards
the viewer.

The five basic styles of bonsai
•
•
•
•
•

Formal Upright or Chokkan Style
Informal Upright or Moyo-gi Style
Slanting or Shakan Style
Semi Cadcade or Han-Kengai Style
Cascade or Kengai Style

These styles are all identified by the angle at which
the trunk slants towards the horizontal line.

The five basic styles of bonsai
Those are just the five basic style there are many
more. There is a book published by a South African,
Charles S. Ceronio call Practical guide to Bonsai
styles of the world that describes in detail more than
forty bonsai styles.

The five basic styles of bonsai
That should give you an overview of bonsai and how
it moved across the world. I will be heading into the
questions and answers portion of this stream now so
please feel free to post you questions in the live chat
section on the stream.

Questions and
Answers

Frequently asked questions
How do I start with bonsai?
This to me is a very difficult question to answer as you
need to provide more detail about your current
circumstances before I can determine where the best
place to start would be for you. If you just want a nice for
looking bonsai that you can water and maintain you can
by a fully developed bonsai. On the other hand, if you
want to grow you own tree then there are options available
like, grown a tree from a cutting or sharping a tree from a
nursery plant. You can also buy a bonsai seed pack and
grow a bonsai from a seed. Just a word of caution you will
not get results fast. It will take time to grow a bonsai from
a seed. Years even decades.

Frequently asked questions
What type of trees are the best to get
started with?
I tend to suggest Ficus bonsai trees to start off with
as they are the easiest to maintain.

Frequently asked questions
Can bonsai grow indoors?
Short answer yes, if you create the needed
environment for them to grow in. I do not advise
bonsai being indoors for too long as they are plants
and they need sunlight, water and fresh air to grow.

Frequently asked questions
How much water is enough for a bonsai
tree?
It depends on the tree’s environment and the species
that you are working with. A general rule to follow is
to water the tree when the soil mixture is dry. This
does not mean that you should water the tree every
time the topsoil is dry. When watering make sure you
water the entire soil mixture. Water the tree until the
water starts to flow out of the hole at the bottom of
the container.

Wrap up

Wrap up
We made it to the end of our first live stream. Thank you all for
participating and joining in. Before I leave you guys I just wanted to
ask you guys to go over to my page and scroll to today’s date and
click on the feedback link or you can scan the QR code on the side
of your screen to submit your feedback.
Click on the subscribe button below to subscribe to my channel and
remember to select the bell to get notifications on new videos and
live streams. Search for us on social media for daily photos and
videos.
Once again thank you for joining and I hope you join in again next
week. Till then stay safe and adhere to the guidelines set out by your
local governing body’s during this global Covid-19 pandemic.
That’s it from me, cheers.

